BY HIS STRIPES -3
God of Compassion

Mark 1:40-45 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are
willing, you can make me clean.”

41 Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,”
he said. “Be clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.

43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don't tell this
to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses
commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out and
began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a
town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from
everywhere.

Leviticus 13:45-46 “Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let
their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean?’
46 As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They must live alone; they
must live outside the camp.

vs 41 Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am
willing,” he said. “Be clean!”

1. God is full of

e The doctrine of - teaches that God doesn’t
experience pain or pleasure from the actions of others, that He cannot
experience emotions.

e God is anything but and

Psalm 103:13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has
compassion on those who fear him;

Psalm 116:5 The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

Mark 6:34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many
things.

Mark 8:1-2 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to
eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I| have compassion for these people;
they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.



2. God to demonstrate His heart of compassion.

John 9:1-2 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to
sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.”

Matthew 8:16-17 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were
brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17 This
was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and
bore our diseases.”

e Leprosy represented

Hebrews 13:12-13 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people
holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the
disgrace he bore.

¢ In healing disease, Jesus demonstrates He can heal something even more
than disease and illness.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

3. Not only does God demonstrate His compassion to us when He
heals us, but He also desires to use us as
of His compassion.

Matthew 10:7-8 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come
near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out
demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of
the age.



¢ Just as Jesus is full of compassion, He wants to pour His
compassion into us and then give it through us to a hurting,
broken world.




