Friend of Sinners - Part 1

Jesus Loves Doubters

Mark 9:23-24 And Jesus said to him, “If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.” * Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my
unbelief!”

"l was supposed to 'hear his voice' in a two-thousand-year-old book. | was supposed to
talk with him in prayer.' But when | read the Bible | heard no voices, and my prayers
often seemed more like talking to myself. My sense of his presence was never intense
enough to form absolute proof of God. And other people's experiences were—other
people's. One inky, blustery night when the wind blew the trees' arms high into the air, |
walked for miles, asking God again and again to simply show himself to me. | shouted
to heaven to shatter the silence. | did not want to 'work up' a feeling of God; | wanted
God to break in on me. He did not. | heard no voice, saw no lights in the sky. | went
home to my dorm room and went to bed. And | survived. | did more than survive; | grew.
But | did not stop longing for God to be unquestionably real—real to me"—Tim Stafford

Luke 24:9-11 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to
all the rest. ' Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James
and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, ! but these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.

1. Two Notable

. the

Matthew 11:1-6 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he
went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word

by his disciples * and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall

we look for another?” * And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: ° the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers® are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!



Mark 1:7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

Luke 3:16 John answered them all, saying, “l baptize you with water, but he who
is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

John 1:27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not
worthy to untie.”

the

John 20:24-29 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. # So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the nails, and
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will
never believe.”

% Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ?” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and
see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 8 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have believed.”

John 11:16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.”

John 14:1-6 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in

me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told
you that | go to prepare a place for you?? And if | go and prepare a place for you,
| will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be

also. * And you know the way to where | am going.” > Thomas said to him,

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ® Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.



2. Two Noteworthy

. The of Jesus — unfulfilled expectations
. The of Jesus — personal presupposition

John 20:24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came.

"[There are] none so deaf as those that will not hear. None so blind as those that will not
see"—Matthew Henry

3. Two Noble

Matthew 11:4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:
®the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers® are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.

. An Appeal to

Isaiah 35:5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

. An Appeal to

John 20:26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.”

John 20:27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put
out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”



