
Jesus Loves the Self- Righteous 

 

Luke 18:9-14 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 

this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: God, I thank you that I am not like the other people – robber, evil 

doers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get. But the 

tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 

‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified 

before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” 

 

Their righteousness was not the righteousness of ______, but a righteousness of the _____. 

Jesus is more concerned about ____  _____ _____ and not what you _____ or _____ ____ done for him. 

 

God draws the line of righteousness between the _______ and the _________. 

 

Luke 18:14 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Humility is a ______ ______ __ _________ 

“In every Christian’s heart there is a cross and a throne, and the Christian is on the throne till he puts 

himself on the cross. If he refuses the cross, he remains on the throne. Perhaps this is at the bottom of 

the backsliding and worldliness among gospel believers today. We want to be saved but we insist that 

Christ do all the dying. No cross for us, no dethronement, no dying. We remain king within the little 

kingdom of Mansoul and wear our tinsel crown with all the pride of a Caesar, but we doom ourselves to 

shadows and weakness and spiritual sterility.” A.W. Tozer 

 

Matthew 5:20 

For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 

you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

“Pride must die in you, or nothing of heaven can live in you.” - Andrew Murray, Humility 


